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SUBJECT: RPP PREPARES FOR ITS NATIONAL CONVENTION 

SUMMARY: RPP TWENTY-SECOND NATIONAL CONVENTION WILL 
BE HELD IN ANKARA BEGINNING DECEMBER 14. RESULTS OF 
PROVINCIAL PARTY CONGRESSES WHICH PRECEDED 
CONVENTION INDICATE MODERATE FACTION WILL EASILY RETAIN 
CONTROL OF PARTY MACHINERY. PRIMARY REASON FOR 
FAILURE OF EXTREMIST CHALLENGE IS PERSONAL POPULARITY 
OF ECEVIT. PARTY WILL EMERGE FROM CONVENTION SUPER 
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FICALLY STRONGER BUT FUNDAMENTAL CONFLICT WILL NOT 

HAVE BEEN RESOLVED. END SUMMARY. 
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1. IN PREPARATION FOR RPP 22ND NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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WHICH WILL BEGIN IN ANKARA DEC 14 ALL PROVINCIAL 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE HELD CONGRESSES DURING LAST FEW 
WEEKS. RESULTS IN AEGEAN TURKEY CONSTITUTE STRONG 
ENDORSEMENT OF ECEVIT AND PRESENT, MODERATE (LEFT OF 
CENTER) PARTY LEADERSHIP. EXTREMIST GROUP (DEMOCRATIC 
LEFT) MOUNTED STRONG CHALLENGE IN MOST PROVINCES OF 
IZMIR CONSULAR DISTRICT, BUT WON IN ONLY TWO. IN 
ANTALYA FORCES ALLIED WITH FORMER FINANCE MINISTER 
DENIS BAYKAL LOST BADLY. EXTREMIST GROUP IN AYDIN, 

WITH SUPPORT OF DEPUTY SUKRU KOC, MANAGED TO OVERWHELM 

MODERATE SLATE. CONTESTS IN MUGLA AND 

MANISA WERE HARD FOUGHT AND BITTER. MODERATES' 

MARGIN OF VICTORY IN MUGLA ONLY THREE VOTES. 

2. IN CONTRAST IZMIR PROVINCIAL CONGRESS DEC. 1 PASSED 
WITHOUT INCIDENT. VICTORY OF MODERATE SLATE IN IZMIR 
COUNTRY CONGRESS THREE WEEKS EARLIER (REFTEL) HAD 
ASSURED MODERATES OF VICTORY. EXTREMISTS EFFECTIVELY 
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CONCEDED BEFORE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS BY SELECTING 
LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT ISKENDER OZTURANLI 
AS ITS CANDIDATE FOR PROVINCIAL CHAIRMAN. OZTURANLI 
WELL KNOWN BUT LACKS PERSONAL POLITICAL BASE AND 
WIDELY REGARDED AS POLITICAL DILETTANTE. 

3. INCUMBENT PROVINCIAL CHAIRMAN EKREM BULGUN, WHO 
WAS SUPPORTED BY MODERATES NOT PARTICULARLY STRONG 
CANDIDATE, BUT DURING HIS YEAR INCUMBENCY HE HAS 
DEVELOPED SOME PERSONAL SUPPORT AND, MORE IMPORTANT, 
HE HAD UNDISPUTED SUPPORT OF PARTY ESTABLISHMENT. 
LATTER FACT BECAME ISSUE IN DAYS PRECEDING PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS AND BULGUN FORCED TO DENY HE CENTRAL PARTY 
ADMINISTRATIONS' CANDIDATE. AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, HE 
WIDELY CIRCULATED CLAIM HE PERSONAL CHOICE OF ECEVIT. 

4. BULGUN'S NEED TO SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS WHILE EMBRACING ECEVIT TELLS A LOT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ABOUT CURRENT STATE OF RPP. TO MOST OF PEOPLE RPP IS 
BULENT ECEVIT. WITHOUT HIM PARTY WOULD HAVE NO HOPE 
OF BECOMING MAJORITY PARTY - OR OF MAINTAINING ITS 
PRESENT PLURALITY IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. ECEVIT'S 
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TREMENDOUS PERSONAL POPULARITY IS ALSO MAIOR REASON 
FOR EXTREMISTS' FAILURE TO MAKE SIGNIFICANT GAINS IN 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESSES. DESPITE FERMENT WITHIN PARTY - 
AND IT DOES EXIST; DESPITE FAIRLY WIDESPREAD 
DISENCHANTMENT WITH PARTY LEADERSHIP - EXCEPT FOR 
ECEVIT; AND DESPITE VERY STRONG AND WELL ORGANIZED 
PUSH BY EXTREMISTS, PARTY REGULARS FOR MOST PART WERE 
NOT WILLING RISK UNDERCUTTING OR CROSSING ECEVIT. 
THEREFORE UNLESS THEY HAD STRONG PERSONAL OR POLITICAL 
REASONS FOR DOING OTHERWISE, MOST DELEGATES TO COUNTY 
AND PROVINCIAL CONGRESSES VOTED FOR STATUS QUO, I.E., 

THE MODERATES WHO NOW CONTROL CENTRAL PARTY MACH- 
INERY AND WHO ARE TOTALLY COMMITTED TO ECEVIT. IT 
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT DURING THESE CONGRESSES ECEVIT 
TRIED TO KEEP HIMSELF ABOVE THE BATTLE ALTHOUGH WHEN 
PUSH CAME TO SHOVE, HE GENERALLY LEANED TOWARD 
MODERATES. 

5. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES WITHIN IZMIR RPP ORGANIZA- 
TION, RPP NATIONAL CONVENTION THIS COMING WEEKEND WILL 
PROBABLY BE REPLAY OF IZMIR PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 
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WINNING GROUP HAS ALREADY BEEN DETERMINED. WHAT RE- 
MAINS IS FOR IT TO SELECT ITS CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY 
GENERAL - PROBABLY EITHER INCUMBENT EYUBOGLU, 
FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER GUNES, OR POSSIBLY, BUT LESS 
LIKELY, FORMER FINANCE MINISTER BAYKAL. EXTREMISTS 
WILL HAVE TO BE CONTENT WITH PARTY ACCEPTANCE OF AND 
DEFINITION OF "DEMOCRATIC LEFT" SLOGAN THEY HAVE BEEN 
PROMOTING. 
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6. IF, AS SUGGESTED, RPP NATIONAL CONVENTION PASSES 
WITHOUT MAIOR CONFLICT OF INCIDENT, PARTY UNITY WILL BE 
SUPERFICALLY IMPROVED, BUT SEEDS OF FUTURE DISCORD 
WILL HAVE BEEN SOWN. EXTREMISTS WANT A HEARING. IF 
THEY ARE COMPLETELY SHUT OFF AT PARTY CONVENTION, 
THEY MAY BE FORCED TO CONCLUDE RPP IS NOT PARTY 
OF THEIR POLITICAL FUTURE. 

SMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, PARTY MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 DEC 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974IZMIR00361 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740360-1015 
From: IZMIR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 241 /aaaabiqc. tel 

Line Count: 163 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 74 IZMIR 338 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: boyleja 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 AUG 2002 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <18 MAR 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: n/a 

TAGS: PINT, TU 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



